Research Questions for Purpose Class

Thought RQ:
How many of the ten plagues are mentioned in Psalm 78?
Exodus 7-11
1) Blood (7:14ff)
4)  Flies (8:20ff)
2)  Frogs (8:1ff)
8)  Locusts (10:1ff)
7)  Hail (9:13ff)
5)  Livestock (general) (9:1ff)
6)  Boils on Livestock (9:8ff)
10)  Firstborn (11)
Psalm 78:42-51
44 He turned their river into blood;
they could not drink from their streams.
45 He sent swarms of flies that devoured them,
and frogs that devastated them.
46 He gave their crops to the grasshopper, their produce to the locust.
47 He destroyed their vines with hail and their sycamore-figs with sleet.
48 He gave over their cattle to the hail, their livestock to bolts of lightning.
49 He unleashed against them his hot anger,
his wrath, indignation and hostility -
a band of destroying angels.
50 He… did not spare them from death
but gave them over to the plague.
51 He struck down all the firstborn of Egypt,
      the firstfruits of manhood
52 Not mentioned: 3)  Gnats (Ex. 8:16ff), 9)  Darkness (Ex. 10:21ff)

Class #1 RQ
Who was the first person that Scripture describes as being “filled with the Spirit”?
Then the Lord said to Moses, “See, I have chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with wisdom, with understanding, with knowledge and with all kinds of skills - to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, to cut and set stones, to work in wood, and to engage in all kinds of crafts. 				          Exodus 31:1-6

Note that this man was not a prophet or priest; he was a craftsman. 
						         From the book Heaven by Randy Alcorn
From PDE (second person?):
Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid his hands on him. So the Israelites listened to him and did what the Lord had commanded Moses.
										Deuteronomy 34:9 

Class #2 RQ
Where did two men each have visions that concerned the other?
Saul and Ananias, Acts 9 (vs 12 for Saul, vs 10 for Ananias)
… he spoke through a double vision: Saul had a vision of Ananias while Ananias had a vision of Saul.

Cornelius and Peter, Acts 10 (vs 3 for Cornelius and vss 10-16 for Peter)
… if you’re a follower of Jesus and aren’t Jewish, your spiritual lineage traces back to a double vision: Cornelius had a vision of Peter while Peter had a vision of Cornelius. 
							      from Whisper  by Mark Batterson

Class #3 RQ
Name the men of God whose imprisonment was noted in the Bible.
· Joseph (Genesis 39:20)
· Joseph’s brothers (Gen 42:17)
· Samson (Judges 16:21)
· Micaiah (1 Kings 22:26-27)
· Jeremiah (Jeremiah 33:1)
· Zephaniah the priest and others (2 Kings 25:18)
· A seer during the reign of Asa (2 Chronicles 16:10)
· Daniel (in the lion’s den)
· John the Baptist (Matthew 14:3)
· Jesus* (John  - also consider Matthew 25…)
· James (assumed, Acts 12:2 – put to death)
· Peter (Acts 12)
· Paul (Acts 23:18, and others)
	Paul and Silas (Acts 16)
	Andonicus and Junia (Romans 16:7)
	Aristarchus (Colossians 4:10)
	Epaphras (Philemon 1:23)

Class #4 RQ
Name those who were bound.
· Isaac (by Abraham), Genesis 22:9
· Simeon (by Joseph), Genesis 42:24
· Samson (by the people of Judah), Judges 15:12-14
· Samson (by the Philistines), Judges 16:21
· Zedekiah (by the King of Babylon), 2 Kings 25:7
· Manasseh (by the King of Assyria), 2 Chronicles 33:11
· Jeremiah, Jeremiah 40:1
· Ezekiel, Ezekiel 34:4
· Jehoiakim ?
· Shadrach et. al. (by Nebuchadnezzar), Daniel 3:21
· John the Baptist, Matthew 14:3 and others
· Jesus, Matthew 27:2 and others
· Peter, Acts 12:6
· Paul, Acts 21:33
· Bad angels, Jude 1:6
· Four angels, Revelation 9:14 
· Satan (in the future), Revelation 20:2
Note:	bound under oath, 1 Samuel 14:24 and others
	Matthew 18:18, whatever you bind…
	God will bind our wounds, Isaiah 61:1, Ezekiel 34:16, Hosea 6:1
	marriage: 1 Corinthians 7:39


Class #5 RQ
Name those who were imprisoned or immobilized in some way for three days.
· Hamor and the men of Shechem before Simeon and Levi killed them 	(Genesis 34:24-26)
· Joseph’s brothers (Genesis 42:17)
· The Egyptians in complete darkness (Exodus 10:22-23)
· Jonah in the big fish (Jonah 1:17)
· Jesus in the grave (Acts 10:40, 1 Corinthians 15:4)
· Paul, blinded on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:9)

Class #6 RQ
Name those who shaved their heads (or had their heads shaved).
· those with leprosy (skin disease), Leviticus 14:8-9
· Nazarites (the portion dedicated), Numbers 6:18-19
· captive women Deuteronomy, 21:11-13
· Samson, Judges 16:19
· David’s envoys, 2 Samuel 10:4 (half-shaved beard – does this include head?)
· Israelites by their enemies the Assyrians, Isaiah 7:20 (figurative)
· Amos 8:10 (figurative)
· Micah 1:16 (poetic)
· Ezekiel, Ezekiel 5:1
· four men taking vows (instructions from Paul), Acts 21:23-24

Class #7 RQ
For which of the plagues on Egypt is it clear that the Israelites would not suffer?
· Exodus 	8:23 (flies)
· 9:4 (livestock)
· 9:25 (hail)
· 10:23 (dark)
· 11:8 (firstborn)

Class #8 RQ
What did God provide for Jonah?  [PDE]
· Mission
· Storm
· Fish (1:17)
· An ear for prayer (2:2)
· Dry ground for release (2:10)
· Message (3:2)
· Vine / Gourd (4:6)
· Worm (4:7)
· Scorching East Wind with Sun (4:8)
· Ultimate message (4:10-11)
· A lesson on salvation and the worth of people’s souls
· Not stated, but enabling Jonah to live in the stomach of the fish – to be able to breathe and not be digested or become hypothermic




Class #9 RQ
Who in the Bible paid a fare to go somewhere (but did not get their money’s worth)?
Jonah paid a fare to run away, but did not make it to his destination,
	Jonah 1:3

Class #10
Name sisters who protected their brothers.
Moses’ sister (assumed to be Miriam), Exodus 2:1-11
Jehosheba, protecting Joash (all other brothers killed by the queen mother Athaliah), 2 Chronicles 22:10-12

PDE: Sarai protecting her half-brother (and husband) Abraham by playing up the role of sister

Brothers who protected (or took care of) their sister:
Aaron and Moses when Miriam was struck with leprosy (Numbers 12:1-15)
Absalom took care of Tamar after Amnon took advantage of her (1 Samuel 13:30)

Class #11
Where were the 10 Commandments written not on a stone, but in plaster?
Deuteronomy 27:1-8
And when you have crossed the Jordan, set up these stones on Mount Ebal, as I command you today, and coat them with plaster.

Class #12
How many times did Saul miss someone with his spear?
·   one or two, David; 1 Samuel 18:10-11
·   one, David; 1 Samuel 19:9-10
·   one, Jonathan; 1 Samuel 20:33
No record of any successful hits;

Also note that Saul lost his spear to David; 1 Samuel 26:7-12

1 Samuel 14:6 – Jonathon very aggressively attacked the Philistines, climbing up to their outpost (only Jonathan and Saul had swords)

There seems to be no indication that Saul was a great warrior.   His only successful use of a sword that we know of was on himself.

Perhaps Saul’s armor was little used and creaky (why David would not use it)! 

Class #13
How long did David wait from the time when Samuel anointed and when he finally became king of all Israel?
David was anointed king at a very early age (a boy, perhaps 15), but He was thirty years old when he became king.  He waited a long time (about 15 years) for the fulfillment of 1 Samuel 16.   from A Heart Like His, Moore, Beth, p.135





Class #14
Who in David’s family were great warriors?
David went to visit three brothers who were in the army (there is no record of their prowess, except that they did not go to meet Goliath):
Jesse had eight sons, and in Saul’s time he was very old.  Jesse’s three oldest sons had followed Saul to the war: The firstborn was Eliab; the second, Abinadab; and the third, Shammah.  David was the youngest.
1 Samuel 17:12b-14a

Later, when David was on the run from Solomon, his brothers came to be with him:
David left Gath and escaped to the cave of Adullam. When his brothers and his father’s household heard about it, they went down to him there. 1 Samuel 22:1

It is interesting to note that the great warriors in the family came from his sister’s sons:
Their sisters were Zeruiah and Abigail. Zeruiah’s three sons were Abishai, Joab and Asahel.  Abigail was the mother of Amasa… 1 Chronicles 2:16-17a

Class #15
Where else besides Nineveh is it shown that Jonah prophesied?  
Generally Israel:
In the fifteenth year of Amaziah son of Joash king of Judah, Jeroboam son of Jehoash king of Israel became king in Samaria, and he reigned forty-one years. … 
He was the one who restored the boundaries of Israel from Lebo Hamath to the Dead Sea, in accordance with the word of the Lord, the God of Israel, spoken through his servant Jonah son of Amittai, the prophet from Gath Hepher.							     2 Kings 14:23-25

Class #16
In what city was Paul brought up?
Jerusalem, Acts 22:3
After Paul was dragged from the temple in Jerusalem:
“I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city. I studied under Gamaliel and was thoroughly trained in the law of our ancestors. I was just as zealous for God as any of you are today."

Class #17
Where did Jesus ask his disciples to remember certain words that He had spoken?  (like a quote)
John 15:20 - Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’  If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. 

referring to John 13:16 - Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 

Class #18
Where is there a “formula” for making something considered sacred?
The oil and incense mixtures described in Exodus 30:22-32, 34
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Take the following fine spices: 500 shekels of liquid myrrh, half as much (that is, 250 shekels) of fragrant cinnamon, 250 shekels of fragrant calamus, 24 500 shekels of cassia - all according to the sanctuary shekel - and a hin of olive oil.  Make these into a sacred anointing oil, a fragrant blend, the work of a perfumer.  It will be the sacred anointing oil. …
Say to the Israelites, ‘This is to be my sacred anointing oil for the generations to come.  Do not pour it on anyone else’s body and do not make any other oil using the same formula. It is sacred, and you are to consider it sacred…
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Take fragrant spices—gum resin, onycha and galbanum—and pure frankincense, all in equal amounts, 35 and make a fragrant blend of incense, the work of a perfumer. It is to be salted and pure and sacred. 

Class #19
Who was called the Lamp of Israel?
David was called the Lamp of Israel in 2 Sam 21:15-17;
But Abishai son of Zeruiah came to David’s rescue; he struck the Philistine down and killed him. Then David’s men swore to him, saying, “Never again will you go out with us to battle, so that the lamp of Israel will not be extinguished.”

Compare to Jesus who called Himself the Light of the World (John 8:12)

Class #20
Name someone who prayed earnestly for something, and then gave it up when they got it.  
Hannah, the mother of Samuel (1 Samuel 1)
She prayed desperately in the tabernacle for a child, and when Samuel, her firstborn, was weaned, she dedicated him to the Lord and left him at the tabernacle.
She wanted something for herself, but was selfless with it.
She gave up her greatest desire, being fulfilled by receiving it, and because it was linked to God.

Class #21
Find where there is a reference to swimming in manure (or dung).
The hand of the Lord will rest on this mountain; but Moab will be trampled in their land as straw is trampled down in the manure.
They will stretch out their hands in it, as swimmers stretch out their hands to swim.
God will bring down their pride despite the cleverness of their hands. 		Isaiah 25:10-11

Class #22
How many people could possibly be considered as apostles?  [from Walter Elliot]
Matthew 10:2-4; … the twelve apostles: 1) Simon Peter, 2) his brother Andrew, 3) James and 4) John, sons of Zebedee, 5) Philip, 6) Bartholomew, 7) Thomas, 8) Matthew the tax collector, 9) James son of Alphaeus, 10) Thaddaeus (known in Luke 6:12-16 as Judas son of James- 19?), 11) Simon the Zealot, 12) Judas Iscariot, the betrayer.

Acts 1:26; 13) Matthias … was added to the eleven apostles.

Acts 14:14; 14) Barnabas, 15) Paul (also Romans 1:1) called apostles

Romans 16:7; 16) Andronicus and 17) Junia - outstanding among the apostles...

Galatians 1:19; I saw none of the other apostles - only 18) James, the Lord’s brother.

Hebrews 3:1; 19) Jesus, our apostle and high priest

Walter: up to 19, depending on the version; one of those might be a woman (Junia)





Class #23
List those who were at Jesus’ tomb.
· Jesus
· Mary (the other Mary) (the mother of James the younger, of Joseph, and Salome; Mark 15:40), (Mark 16:1 , Luke 24:9-11)
· Mary Magdalene (Matthew 28:1, Mark 16:1, Luke 24:9-11, John 20:1)
· Salome (Mark 16:1)
· Joanna (Luke 24:9-11)
· “the others that were with them” (Luke 24:9-11)
· “some of our companions” (Luke 24:24)
· Peter (John 20:1-10)
· John (John 20:1-10)
· Angels (John 20:12)
· Soldiers on guard (Mt 26:66)
· Nicodemus (John 19:38-40)
· Joseph of Arimathea (Mt  27:60, John 19:38-40)

Class #24
What did God say He hated with all of His being?
Isaiah 1:11-14
The multitude of your sacrifices - 
    what are they to me?” says the Lord…
Stop bringing meaningless offerings!
    … I cannot bear your worthless assemblies.
Your New Moon feasts and your appointed festivals
    I hate with all my being.
They have become a burden to me;
    I am weary of bearing them.

Class #25
What kings were known as shepherds?
David; 1 Samuel 16:11
Cyrus; Isaiah 44:24b, 28 - “I am the Lord, who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd and will accomplish all that I please; he will say of Jerusalem, “Let it be rebuilt,” and of the temple, “Let its foundations be laid.”’

Christ; John 10:11, 14

Also note: 
“The Lord is my shepherd” Psalm 23:1 and 
“‘For this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them…  			     From Ezekiel 34:11-16

Jeremiah speaks of Nebuchadnezzar “As a shepherd picks his garment clean of lice, so he will pick Egypt clean and depart.”  								   Jeremiah 43:12






Class #26
Luke tells us of three people who either volunteered, or were invited, to follow Jesus; but not one of them passed the Lord’s tests.  Name these.			From John Stott
1)  As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.”  Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”		         Luke 9:57:58
2)  He said to another man, “Follow me.”  But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”  Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”  Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family.”  Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”					       						 	Luke 9:59:62
3)  When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”  When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy. 			  			       Luke 18:22-23

Class #27
What two foreign boys were raised up in Pharaoh’s house?
Moses; Exodus 2:1-10
Genubath, the son of Hadad of Edom; 1 Kings 11:19-20

Class #28 
Where do trees rival the garden of God?
Assyria; Ezekiel 31:3,8-9,also 16 and 18
Other notes: Cedars of Lebanon?  Ezekiel 31:8 (PDE)

Class #29
Name the times that Jesus helped / healed non-Jews. 
· Samaritan leper (John 17:11ff)
· Syrophoenecian woman and her daughter (Mark 7:24ff)
· Jarius’ daughter (Mark 5:22ff, Luke 8:41ff)
· Centurion (Matthew 8:5ff, Luke 7:2ff)
· Samaritan woman at the well (John 4)

Class #30
Name instances where a woman ”stirred” an entire town.  
Naomi (Ruth as well), Ruth 1:19
The woman at the well, John 4:38-42 (they came to believe because of her)

Class #31
Who all ate all they wanted and had some left over? 
· Ruth, Ruth 2:14
· Elisha, feeding the 100, 2 Kings 4:42-44
· Hezekiah, Passover feast, 2 Chronicles 31:10
· Jesus, feeding the 1000’s, Matthew 14:13-21 (5000), Matthew 15:29-39
Note: 
Deut 14:28-29; the fatherless and the widows would “eat and be satisfied”
Psalm 22:26 “the poor will eat and be satisfied”
PDE: Lions in the den with Daniel – not hungry (Daniel was ”left over”)
PDE: widow’s flask of oil (with Elisha)
PDE: manna and quail in the wilderness

Class #32
Where was a man the third-highest ruler of a kingdom for less than a day?   
Daniel, Dan 5:29-31
Then at Belshazzar’s command, Daniel was clothed in purple, a gold chain was placed around his neck, and he was proclaimed the third highest ruler in the kingdom.
That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain, and Darius the Mede took over the kingdom, at the age of sixty-two.

Class #33 – End of Class Thought Question
Who had difficulty with their speech (not including interruptions during a speech)?  
· The people building the tower of Babel; Genesis 11
· Moses, slow of speech and tongue; Exodus 4:10
	but, it was stated in Acts 7:22 that he was powerful in speech and action
· Soldiers of Ephraim who could not say “Shibboleth properly”; Judges 12:5-7
· People of Ariel, whose speech with mumble (Jerusalem); Isaiah 29:4
· Jeremiah: Jer 1:6
· Daniel bowed his face toward the ground and was speechless; Daniel 10:15
· Man in wedding parable was speechless; Matthew 22:12
· Son possessed by a spirit that robbed him of speech; Mark 9:17
· People traveling with Saul stood speechless; Acts 9:7
· Paul criticized as "his speaking amounts to nothing”; 2 Corinthians 10:10
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